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Qualify vehicles; economy and compact cars, 
intermediate and four-wheel drives with air conditioning. 
Attractive daily & weekly rates* 

Free hotel pick up & drop off 
Courteous on-time service. 
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Offices at: 

5:00 am to 11:00 pm 
8:00 am to 8:00 pm 
8:00 am to 6:00 pm 
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E-mail: budgefarubat^sefarnet.aw - www.budgetaruba.com 


"AN INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED BUDGET SYSTEM LICENSEE" 


US to reach debt limit on 
New Years Eve 


WASHINGTON (AFP) - The 
United States federal govern¬ 
ment will reach its statutory 
debt limit — as imposed by 
Congress — on December 31, 
Treasury Secretary Timothy 
Geithner said yesterday. 

In a letter to the top Demo¬ 


crat in Congress, Geithner 
said the Treasury will shortly 
begin taking extraordinary 
measures to "temporarily 
postpone the date that the 
United States would other¬ 
wise default on its legal obli¬ 
gations." 


mm 


Government and other parties sign 
cost of living index accord 


ORANJESTAD - Last Friday 
afternoon, the Prime Minister, 
union members, representa¬ 
tives of public workers reached 
a satisfactory agreement with 
respect to the cost of living 
index and formally signed the 
accord. 

The Prime Minister was 
pleased with the manner in 
which the union members de¬ 
liberated and was willing to 
stay within the maximum 
available range. He was also 
pleased that public servants 
will be able to receive the 
agreed cost of living index ad¬ 
justment. For public servants, 
this is the third year that they 
are receiving an adjustment. 

The signed agreement en¬ 
tails that as of January 1st, 
2013, Afls. 85 will be included 
in the salary of public servants 
as a compensation for the loss 
of buying power over the pe¬ 
riod September 2011 to August 
31, 2012. As a compensation 
for the loss of buying power 
compared to 2002 to 2007 they 
will receive the so-called 
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Gift Certificates 
* Airline Tickets ± 
LDinnersfor 2 
Designer Clothing 

HOW?? 
Just look inside 
The Morning Meats 
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bashi-premie of Afls. 150. The they will also receive an in¬ 
sum will become Afls. 1500 crease of the "gelijkbedrag" 
and will be paid on the 1 Oth of which is paid out in November, 
January 2013. To compensate and which will also be Afls. 
for the rest of the loss of bu- 1500. 


ying power of the same period, Continued on page 2 



COOL CASINO 
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FREE promotion ticket 

This Voucher will be exchanged 
for $10 promotional 

slot ticket at the Host desk 

"For New Member Only" 


Located within the RIU PALACE HOTEL 
J.E. Irausquin BLVD.79 Palm Beach - PH.297.5280993, ext. 981 
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Open Daily 8pm -10ish 
Breakfast 8am to 12pm 
Lunch/Dinner 12pm -10ish 



-All you can eat 
pancakes & coffee 
* 6.99 



- 25gg$, Toast 
Coffee *4.49 


phone number 586-3904 

NOW Serving 

Breakfast 

lunch and dinner p rce (* 0 ff cc 
seven days Unlimited 
a week. Refills with 

delivery in hotel area an Y — ^ r • on i 

r orders over $50 Breakfast entree ! BUPQCPS, I PI0S*. Ot MOPC! 



Across from Radisson Resort 
ehind the "I Aruba sign* 



R Burgers Aruba 




Laguna Restaurant reopens 
at Radisson Aruba Resort 
Casino & Spa 



Laguna restaurant, Radisson 
Aruba Resort Casino & Spa 
invited press members to ex¬ 
perience its freshly renovated 
look on Thursday, over Prime 
Rib Royal, with the signature 
of Executive Chef Kien Fat 
Lie Kwie, clearly present in 
every delicious bite! 

The themed buffets served 
on Wednesday, Thursday, Fri¬ 
day and Saturday include an 
impressive fresh salad bar, 
iced shrimp, Mediterranean 
antipasto, hot dishes, a great 
selection of sides, imported 
cheeses and home-made 
desserts, served in a refreshed 


dining room or on the terrace 
overlooking the famed tropi¬ 
cal garden and lazy river. 

Thursday’s Prime Rib, and 
Yorkshire pudding - a tasty 
puff, pop-over - were hand- 
carved and served au Jus, 
with horseradish cream and 
beamaise sauces, as options. 

Dynamic director of 
restaurants Sheldon Leuden 
and recently welcomed Di¬ 
rector of Food & Beverage 
Mark Naber were on hand to 
greet over two dozen media 
personalities who gave the 
buffet raving reviews! 


Sunday Balloon Raffle $500,- Slot Tournament $1000 
Monday Balloon Raffle $500,- Earn DOUBLE POINTS all day 
Tuesday Balloon Raffle $500,- Black Jack Tournament $500 
Wednesday Balloon Raffle $500 r Cool Casino - LADIES NIGHT 

Thursday Cash Raffle Awg 10.000,- 

Friday Balloon Raffle $500,- Black Jack Tournament $500 28th $1000 
Saturday Balloon Raffle $500,- Earn Triple POINTS all day 10 am-6 pm 



Management reserves the right to discontinue this promotion at any time 


Government and other parties sign... 


Continued from page 1 

The rest of the money that 
civil servants must receive 
for the loss of buying power 
in the period 2002 to 2007, 
in keeping with the govern¬ 
ment's financial situation, 
will be paid as of January 
2014 during a four year pe¬ 


riod. This will be by means 
of a 'bashie-premie and ge- 
lijkbedrag,' or by means of a 
repair premium, with at least 
1.9% in addition to the 
salaries. 

After the formal signing 
of the accord, they an¬ 


nounced that they will insti¬ 
tute a special commission to 
deal with finding the best 
possible formula for the 
business of cost of living in¬ 
dexes and the loss of buying 
power. 



Post Aruba N.V. would like to inform its clients on the opening hours: 

On December 28, 2012: 

The offices of Oranjestad, Harbor Area, Santa Cruz and San Nicolas 
will be open until 12pm. 

The office Palm Beach Plaza Mall will be open from 10am until 6pm. 


On December 29, 2012: 

The office of Palm Beach Plaza Mall will be open from 8am until 6pm. 
The office of Harbour Area will be open from 9am until 3pm. 


On December 31, 2012, January 1 and 2, 2013: 

All the Aruba Post offices will be closed. The offices of Post Aruba 
will open for normal business on January 3, 2013. 

Management and staff would like to wish you a Happy and Blessed New 
Year. 


Sincerely, 

Management 


y 
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Live Band 9pm -1am Climax 
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Located within the RIU PALACE HOTEL 
I.E. Irausquin BLVD.79 Palm Beach - PH.297.5280993, ext. 981 
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Curacao censured for 
'shock' airport tax hikes 


Members of the Latin Ameri¬ 
can and Caribbean Air Trans¬ 
port Association have criticised 
the decision of authorities in 
Curacao to hike airport taxes 
and landing fees by 150%, it 
was reported this week. 

Passenger Facility Charges 
(PFC) and landing fees were 
hiked overnight by 150% on 
December 1, 2012, with air¬ 
lines only receiving notifica¬ 
tion on November 30, 2012. 

Although the Curacao air¬ 
port authority has said it will 
assume the cost of the PFC in¬ 
crease on tickets previously 
sold at a price that included the 
previous level of PFC, opera¬ 
tors will be required to absorb 
the additional taxes on fares al- 

'3eac4 JZe&vit 


Time Share 
for SALE 


For info call: 5875010 
Email: 

sales@laquintaaruba.net 

Website: 

www.laquintaaruba.net 


ready sold that are scheduled 
to depart after February 28, 
2013. 

"This initiative is deplo¬ 
rable and counters Interna¬ 
tional Civil Aviation Organi¬ 
zation (ICAO) recommended 
practices for several reasons. 
Carriers condemn the tax in¬ 
crease implementation by the 
airport authorities, as it will 
negatively affect not only pas¬ 
sengers and airlines but the 
economy of the island. Raising 
taxes by 150%, from one day 
to the next, is drastic and un¬ 
heard of," ALTA said. 

The air transport industry 
currently supports 5.4 million 
jobs and USD125bn in GDP in 
Latin America and the Ca¬ 
ribbean, directly creating an 
estimated 524,000 jobs in 2010 
and a total of more than 4.0 
million jobs supported through 
the catalytic impacts of travel 
and tourism. ALTA highlighted 
that raising airport taxes and 
fees proves to be detrimental 
for the local economies, caus¬ 
ing a sharp decline in both the 
number of visitors to a destina¬ 
tion, and the number of 
tourism related jobs within that 
destination. 



Government considers Oncology 
Program for IMSAN 



Not too long ago, the govern¬ 
ment of Aruba had an¬ 
nounced that there will be 
different important develop¬ 
ments planned for the next 
year for the local field of 
medicine. 

One of those programs, 
which it is believed will have 
an impact particularly on the 
welfare of our cancer pa¬ 
tients, is the expansion of the 
facilities of IMSAN - Insti¬ 
tute Medico di San Nicolas. 
These facilities will include a 
chemotherapy center and ra¬ 
diology, known locally as 
"chemo" and "bestraling." 

The Oncology Center will 
be an excellent addition to 
IMSAN, where there is a 
space already constructed as 
a necessary bunker for the 
radiotherapy, or the "linear 
acce- lerator," which will 
mean that IMSAN will be¬ 
come a center for specialized 
care. 

Director of IMSAN, Dr. 
Joel Rajnherc, explained the 
benefits that this center 
would have for the commu¬ 
nity of Aruba to have our 


own Oncology 
Center. 

Our local 
team of specia¬ 
lists in Oncol¬ 
ogy is involved 
in all phases of 
the development 
and is support¬ 
ing the govern¬ 
ment’s vision 
completely. To¬ 
gether with 
Baptist Health 
South Florida 
and our local 
specialists, they 
will be comple¬ 
menting each 
other. Our local 
specialists will 
be the back 
bone of this 
project and will 
be the ones to execute the 
program, according to Minis¬ 
ter Visser. 

One of the important as¬ 
pects of this program will be 
the upgrading and training of 
the nurses of the radiotherapy 
and other departments with 
different ontological specia¬ 


lization. 

The Linear Accelerator 
that Aruba will acquire will 
be one of the most advanced 
technologically on the market 
today. This news is very pos¬ 
itive for Aruba and especially 
for those patients who will be 
able to receive care right here 
at home. 
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Prepaid Wireless InternetAccess 


•r'~ 


Available for: 1 day 
1 week 
2 weeks 


Renta 
4G Dongle 
at our Airport 
Kiosk 

Q SETAR 

Famed ballet star Leonid Kozlov and company perform 
“The Nutcracker” this weekend 


In 2007, a long-time visitor to 
Aruba decided to make it his 
second home. Leonid Kozlov, 
former principle dancer of the 
Bolshoi and New York Ballet 
and star of the Broadway re¬ 
vival of “On Your Toes,” with 
his wife, prima-ballerina Adri¬ 
ana, settled on the island part- 
time. Their love of dance 
involved them with the local 
dance community, bringing 
sumptuous productions to the 
island every holiday season. 
Leonid has blazed a stellar ca¬ 
reer in classical ballet, inspiring 
young dancers around the 
world. 

Leonid defection to the west 
is the stuff of movie scripts. He 
dodged a cadre of KGB agents 
that surrounded Shrine Audito¬ 
rium in Los Angles in 1979 to 


achieve creative freedom and 
forge a new career. He was im¬ 
mediately invited to star with 
the Australian National Ballet 
out of Melbourne, where he 
first staged his production of 
the Nutcracker Suite. Eventu¬ 
ally, he was invited by George 
Balanchine to become a lead 
performer with the New York 
Ballet Company, and in 1991 
opened the Kozlov Dance Stu¬ 
dio, where he met his wife, 
prima ballerina Adriana. 

Leonid and Adriana spend 
the holidays on Aruba, joined 
by some of the finest dancers in 
the Tri State New York area, 
during which they offer work¬ 
shops and star in productions. 
One of the most beloved holi¬ 
day traditions in many of the 
great cities around the world, 


the staging of “Nutcracker 
Suite” by Tchaikovsky, was 
performed for the first time in 
Aruba at the Cas di Cultura in 
January of 2008. 

This year, forty young 
dancers from the local Club di 
Movimiento will be participa¬ 
ting in the production. They 
hope island visitors will take 
advantage of this opportunity 
to enjoy this immortal holiday 
experience performed with top 
international stars and the ta¬ 
lented Aruban dancers. 

Albert Davydov, principal 
dancer with the New Jersey 
Ballet will join the troupe for 
the special New Year’s Gala 
performance at the Occidental 
Grand Resort in Palm Beach on 
Tuesday, January 1. He will be 
dancing a show-stopping pas 



BEST PRICES 
ON 

THE ISLAND 


— . ffAff/*i|QA PALM BEACH # 184 
niin M TE |. (297) 586-8540 

Supermarket 


unicasa 

$U PE R MARKET 


^Opening hours: 

t Monday Saturday, 8afmr-12midnight / Sunday 8a.m - lOp.m 


Next to 

Grand Victoria Bar & Restaurant 
Close to the traffic lights 
and high rise hotel area. 










de deux with young ballet sen¬ 
sation, Sofia Greenbaum. It is 
call “Diana and “Acteon Pas de 
Deux.” 

He will also perform an ex¬ 
citing Russian Gopak filled 
with high flying leaps and in¬ 
tricate jumps..The Occidental 
show will consist of a varied 
program of classic ballet, folk- 
loric dance, tango and a new 
work by Leonid Kozlov titled 
“’’Impulse,” an intricate jazz on 
pointe number dance. 

The production of “The 
Nutcracker” features stunning 
costumes and sets produced by 
Russian masters. This beautiful 
ballet will be performed at 
Aruba’s Cas di Cultura on Sa¬ 
turday, December 29 at 8:00 
PM and on Sunday, December 
30 at 4:00 PM. Tickets are 35 
Aruban florins, or $20. Tickets 
are on sale at Van Dorp Book¬ 
stores on Avenida Milio Croes 
in Dakota, and also their branch 
outlets at the Divi Resort, 
Tamarijn Resort and Holiday 
Inn, plus the Cas di Cultura. 


Sophi Greenbaum and Al¬ 
bert Davydov 

Reservations can be made by 
calling 582-1010 The special 
New Year’s Day performance is 
the same price, and tickets can 
be purchased at the concierge 
desk in the Occidental Grand 
Resort in Palm Beach, or visit 
their website: www.dance- 
aruba.com to reserve online. 

Rosalie Klein 
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Across an 18-Hole 

Golf Course 


Gold Coast Aruba... 

A Place for You! 




Barn 


Sun 


and 


Saturday 


ntment 


on 










3 minutes drive to 

Arashi Beach 


Luxury Villas, Town Homes & Condos 

Contact us by email at info@goldcoastaruba.com 
Tel: +297-586-2200 • Fax: +297-586-2201 
Toll Free from the U.S. 1-866-978-5770 
wNvw.goldcoastaruba.com 


PRICE STARTING FROM $289,000 

Visit us for Your Island Dream Home Ownership 

Monthly Mortgage Payments 
starting from $1,650 


V Malmok • Aruba 


Hyatt denied 
bid to resume 
control of 
troubled 
Curacao 
luxury resort 

WILLEMSTAD - Santa Bar¬ 
bara Hospitality, N.V., a hotel 
investment group, on De¬ 
cember 24 announced that a 
Curagao court has denied a 
bid by Hyatt Corporation and 
Hyatt Curagao, N.V. 
(“Hyatt”) to resume control 
of the former Hyatt Regency 
Curagao Golf Resort, Spa 
and Marina. 

Following a hearing on 
Friday, December 21, 2012, 
the Trial Court of Curagao is¬ 
sued an order stating that it 
would not grant Hyatt the in¬ 
junctive relief it was seeking. 
The brand management com¬ 
pany lost its bid to resume 
managerial control of the 
luxury resort from which it 
was removed on December 
15, 2012. 

On December 15, 2012, 
Santa Barbara Hospitality, 
N.V. removed Hyatt as ma¬ 
nager of the resort, renamed 
the property as the Santa 
Barbara Beach & Golf Re¬ 
sort, Curagao, and installed 
Bench mark Hospitality In¬ 
ternational (“Benchmark”) as 
the property manager. The 
owner had terminated its 
management agreement with 
Hyatt on November 21, 
2012, but Hyatt had refused 
to leave the property. 

Benchmark now manages 
the 350-room luxury resort. 
Most employees are retain¬ 
ing their jobs and maintain¬ 
ing their current rate of pay, 
original start date and ac¬ 
crued vacation. All current 
reservations and event book¬ 
ings are being honored with¬ 
out change. 


Seven dead as US storm snarls post-Christmas travel 


CHICAGO (AFP) - A massive 
winter storm system that 
whipped up tornadoes, ice and 
snow from the Gulf of Mexico 
to the Great Fakes on Christ¬ 
mas Day, killed at least seven 
people, as it headed for the 
northeastern US yesterday. 

The storm snarled holiday 
travel as 1,500 flights were 
cancelled and people were 
warned to stay home rather 
than brave the strong winds, 
freezing temperatures and 
treacherous roads. 

The weather service fore¬ 
cast up to 18 inches of snow 


from New York state up to 
Maine and warned of freezing 
rain, tornadoes and severe 
thunderstorms all the way 
down to the Carolinas. Areas in 
the Rocky Mountains were also 
set to get about a foot of snow 
from a second storm system. 

More than 1,000 US flights 
had been cancelled by yester¬ 
day afternoon, after 533 were 
grounded on Tuesday, accord¬ 
ing to flight tracker Flight- 
Aware. 

"The biggest factor on both 
coasts is high winds and winds 
not aligned with runways," 


FlightAware chief Daniel 
Baker said. 

"This causes significant ca¬ 
pacity constraints that leads to 
long delays and cancellations." 

Scores of homes and busi¬ 
nesses were damaged Tuesday 
after 34 tornadoes were re¬ 
ported in the southern US 
states of Texas, Fouisiana, Al¬ 
abama and Mississippi. 

The governors of both Mis¬ 
sissippi and Alabama have de¬ 
clared a state of emergency. 

More than 200,000 people 
were still in the cold and dark 
by yesterday after the storm 


knocked down power lines in 
Arkansas, Mississippi and 
Texas. The regional utility 
company said it had brought in 
outside crews to help but it 
could be a week before service 
was fully restored. 

Two children were killed 
after their mother lost control of 
her vehicle on an icy road in 
Arkansas on Christmas Day, 
the state police said. Another 
person was killed in the state 
early yesterday as a result of the 
storm, the Arkansas emergency 
management service said. 

A dozen people were hurt in 


a 21-vehicle pileup caused by 
icy roads in Oklahoma City 
that started when a truck jack¬ 
knifed on a major interstate 
and oncoming cars were not 
able to stop on the icy road¬ 
way, the Oklahoman reported. 

Two women were killed in 
separate crashes in the state on 
Christmas Day, the state high¬ 
way patrol said. 

A man was killed in rural 
Fouisiana when a tree hit his 
home on Christmas Day, and a 
Texas man died in similar cir¬ 
cumstances in a Houston sub¬ 
urb, local media reported. 
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www.barneysaruba.com Palm beach 21 A Tel :+297-586 5420 Closed on Monday's, FOR PRIVATE PARTY'S CALL! 


INTERNATIONAL NEWS 


Over 1,000 Syrians flee to 
Turkey after bakery attack 


ANKARA (AFP) - More than 
1,000 Syrians crossed into 
Turkey in the last 24 hours 
after the Syrian regime at¬ 
tacked a bakery in the town of 
Halfeya, a Turkish foreign min¬ 
istry official said yesterday. 

The latest influx triggered 
by the bakery attack in Syria 
has brought the total number of 
Syrians in Turkey to 148,000, 
he added. 

At least 60 people are re¬ 
ported to have been killed in a 
regime air strike on a bakery in 
the rebel-held town of Halfaya, 
in the central province of Hama 
on Sunday. 

Turkey is home to refugees 
fleeing the 21-month conflict in 
neighbouring Syria as well as 
army defectors who are shel¬ 
tered in several camps along 
the border. 

Meanwhile, the United Na¬ 


tions yesterday predicted the 
number of Syrian refugees in 
neighboring countries will dou¬ 
ble to 1.1 million by June next 
year if the country's war is not 
ended. 

There are now more than 
540,000 registered refugees in 
Iraq, Jordan, Lebanon, Turkey 
and Egypt, according to the lat¬ 
est UN Office for the Coordi¬ 
nation of Humanitarian Affairs 
(OCHA) report on Syria. 

That figure has increased by 
more than 140,000 in six 
weeks. "Syrians continue to 
cross borders to seek safety," 
OCHA said. 

Aid groups say hundreds of 
thousands of Syrians have fled 
the 21-month old conflict with¬ 
out registering with UN agen¬ 
cies. The United Nations has 
appealed for $1 billion to fund 
refugee operations until June. 


Thousands flee Malaysia 
floods 


KUALA LUMPUR (AFP) - 
Floods triggered by torrential 
monsoon rains in Malaysia 
forced almost 14,000 people to 
flee their homes and seek shel¬ 
ter at relief centers, the official 
Bernama news agency said 
yesterday. 

Rain showers which coin¬ 
cided with high tide flooded 
hundreds of homes in three 
northeastern states — Tereng¬ 
ganu, Pahang and Kelantan — 
with some 13,746 people being 
housed at evacuation centers, it 


said amid forecasts of more 
rain. 

Bernama said the flood si¬ 
tuation was deteriorating as the 
number of evacuees continued 
to rise and some major roads in 
Pahang were closed as rivers 
burst their banks. 

Muhammad Helmi Abdul¬ 
lah, the meteorological depart¬ 
ment's weather forecast 
director, warned that there 
could be more rain in Tereng¬ 
ganu, Pahang and southern 
Johor state in the next few days. 


Mandela discharged from 
hospital 


JOHANNESBURG (AFP) - 
South Africa's ailing former 
leader Nelson Mandela was 
discharged from hospital yes¬ 
terday after spending almost 
three weeks being treated for a 
lung infection, the presidency 
said. 

"Former president Nelson 
Mandela was discharged from 
hospital this evening," said a 
statement from President 
Jacob Zuma's office. 

"He will undergo home- 


based high care at his 
Houghton (Johannesburg) 
home until he fully recovers." 

The much-loved 94-year- 
old anti-apartheid icon was ad¬ 
mitted to a hospital in the 
capital Pretoria on December 
8, after being flown from his 
rural home in Qunu, in the 
south of the country. 

Doctors also discovered 
that he had developed gall¬ 
stones and he had surgery to 
have them removed. 


UN says Russia must not ban adoption 


UNITED NATIONS (AFP) - 
The United Nations said yes¬ 
terday that Russia must not 
rule out "inter-country adop¬ 
tion" after the country's parlia¬ 
ment passed a bill barring 
Americans from adopting 
Russian children. 

UN Children's Fund execu¬ 
tive director Anthony Lake 
said the government must 
make sure that the "current 
plight of the many Russian 
children in institutions receives 
priority attention." 

"We encourage the govern¬ 
ment to establish a robust na¬ 
tional social protection plan to 


help strengthen Russian fami¬ 
lies. Alternatives to the institu¬ 
tionalization of children are 
essential, including permanent 
foster care, domestic adoption 
and inter-country adoption," 
Lake said. 

Lake released his statement 
after the Russian upper house 
of parliament passed a bill ban¬ 
ning Americans from adopting 
Russian children. The bill, 
drafted in retaliation for a US 
law sanctioning Russian offi¬ 
cials implicated in the 2009 
death of lawyer Sergei Magnit¬ 
sky — will become law if 
signed by President Vladimir 


Putin. 

The Russian leader now has 
two weeks in which to sign the 
legislation. 

The bill also includes a pro¬ 
vision forbidding Russian po¬ 
litical organisations from 
receiving US funding 

The UN agency said child 
welfare should not be politi¬ 
cized. 

"We ask that the govern¬ 
ment of Russia, in its design 
and development of all efforts 
to protect children, let the best 
interests of children — and only 
their best interests — determine 
its actions," Lake said. 



Emmastraat 3. Plaza Margarita 
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Live Cuban Cabaret from Havana 

WcJncsiai|> and ^kursdaijs Levins al 6:30pm 

Live Cuban Band ‘Son Cubano 

Goerii eoeninq (teqtnt at 7:30pm 

FREE MOJITO with Wednesday & Thursday 
Dinner Show only. This coupon is good for 
singles, couples, and groups. 

NO COVER CHARGE! 

Dinner Show Reservations call 588 0627 Located at Renaissance Marketplace-a< 




The 
World’s Best 
Mojitos! 


cross ^ om the Cine 


emas 


International News 


US gun sales soar as 
owners fear new 
regulations 


Chavez swearing in 
delayed by illness 


WASHINGTON (AFP) - US 
firearm sales have sky-rock¬ 
eted since the Newtown school 
massacre, as debate over gun 
control rages and enthusiasts 
fear certain assault weapons 
and high-capacity magazines 
could be banned. 

President Barack Obama ba¬ 
sically has put gun enthusiasts 
on warning, Larry Hyatt, 
owner of a gun shop in Char¬ 
lotte, North Carolina, told AFP, 
referring to efforts to outlaw 
certain weapons in the wake of 
the Newtown shooting. 

A semi-automatic Bushmas- 
ter AR-15 assault rifle was 
used in the Sandy Hook Ele¬ 
mentary School massacre in 
which a disturbed local young 
man shot dead 20 young chil¬ 
dren, six adults and his mother 
before taking his own life. 

"Right after it, anti-guns (ac¬ 
tivists) started talking. The 
president said he wanted quick 
action, and so that is going to 
fuel the buying frenzy, and it 
is," Hyatt said, describing the 
rush as largely "politically mo¬ 
tivated." 

"We have been in business 
for 50 years, and we have seen 
(fear-based buying) before," 
Hyatt said. "But this is more 
intense because the president 
got in the media and basically 
said, 'if you want a gun, you 
better get it now.'" 

That means bigger business 
for an already huge industry: 
the gun and ammunition man¬ 
ufacturing industry in the 
United States groups about 
300 companies with combined 
yearly sales estimated at 
around $7 billion. 

Florida, the most heavily 
armed state, rocketed this 
week to a new record of active 
carry permits — over one mil¬ 


lion — a state government 
spokesman told AFP. Florida 
has 19 million people. 

Newspapers in rural areas 
around the country also re¬ 
ported a roaring pre-Christmas 
trade in guns and magazines, 
especially at gun shows, long 
considered a loophole by gun 
control activists as they often 
don't require buyers to undergo 
any background checks. 

There were an estimated 310 
million non-military firearms 
in the United States in 2009, 
roughly one per citizen, and 
people in America are 20 times 
more likely to be killed by a 
gun than someone in another 
developed country. 

The United States has suf¬ 
fered an explosion of gun vio¬ 
lence over the last three 
decades including 62 mass 
shooting incidents since 1982. 
The vast majority of weapons 
used have been semi-auto¬ 
matic handguns and rifles ob¬ 
tained legally by the killers. 

The December 14 blood¬ 
shed, the latest in a string of 
mass shootings in the United 
States, has reopened a national 
debate on the country's gun 
laws, which are far more lax 
than in most other developed 
nations. 

Obama said he would sup¬ 
port a new bill to ban assault 
rifles and put Vice President 
Joe Biden in charge of a panel 
looking at a wide range of 
other measures, from school 
security to mental health. 

Democratic Senator Dianne 
Feinstein has pledged to table 
a bill on January 3 that would 
ban at least 100 military-style 
semi-automatic assault 

weapons, and would curb the 
transfer, importation and the 
possession of such arms. 


CARACAS (AFP) 
Venezuela's ruling party and an 
opposition leader were in rare 
agreement on Monday that 
President Hugo Chavez's Jan¬ 
uary 10 inauguration could be 
delayed if he is still recovering 
from cancer surgery. 

The firebrand leftist leader is 
experiencing a "slight im¬ 
provement" in his condition as 
he follows doctors' orders to 
rest following his most recent 
operation in Cuba, Information 
Minister Ernesto Villegas said. 

Speaking in a radio and tel¬ 
evision address, Villegas said 
the president is in touch with 
his closest relatives and has 
been analyzing the results of 


regional elections on Decem¬ 
ber 16, in which the ruling 
party won 20 of 23 governor¬ 
ships, snatching four states 
previously held by the opposi¬ 
tion. 

Chavez, 58, has been in 
power since 1999. He won an¬ 
other six-year term in Octo¬ 
ber's presidential election. 

Maduro said Monday that 
Chavez could be sworn in by 
Supreme Court justices, which 
could pave the way for an oath 
from Cuba, where the presi¬ 
dent is recovering from his lat¬ 
est cancer treatment. 

Opposition leader Henrique 
Capriles said he was ready to 
accept a possible delay in the 


could be 


inauguration. 

His remarks put him at odds 
with other opposition leaders 
eager to call new elections if 
Chavez is unable to return to 
the country on time. 

Analysts say Chavez cannot 
take the oath of office abroad, 
even if he were to do so at a 
Venezuelan embassy with 
members of the Supreme 
Court present. 

Under Venezuelan law, if 
Chavez resigns before the in¬ 
auguration or otherwise has an 
"absolute absence," National 
Assembly head Diosdado Ca- 
bello would temporarily as¬ 
sume office and elections 
would be held within 30 days. 
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'Romancirm tmjzStone at 


ON DAY THRU SATURDAY 8-11 AM 
l Eggs (fried, scrambled or poached) 

WITH BACON, AND LINK SAUSAGES. 
POTATOES, TOAST AND COFFEE OR TEA. 


JA Iso open for 


Lunch 


Stone Grill Restaurant & Bar Every Day From 5-7pm 


Dinner Salad 


Soup of the day 


Lemon chicken Breast 


Petite Filet Mignon 
or 

Filet of Grouper 


Ice Cream 
Chocolate 
or 

Vanilla 


All served with French Fries or Baked Potato on our Famous HOT Stone 


OCATED AT: 

playa Linda 
Beach Resort 
TE: 586 4046 


$ 24.95 


EARLY BIRD SPECIAL 


T-iURK 


Sports Book 


OCCIDENTAL 

HOTELS &. RESORTS 


nr 


* • O 

Open 11am • 11pm 
Simulcast of all mayor U.S. tracks 
Thoroughbred * Harness 

No Charge on Winner 

Poker Tournament 
Nightly 


Bangladesh slaughters 150,000 birds 
over avian flu 


DHAKA (AFP) - Bangladesh’s 
livestock authorities are 
slaughtering around 150,000 
chickens at a giant poultry 
farm near Dhaka after the 
worst outbreak of avian flu in 
five years, officials said yester¬ 
day. 

The deadly H5N1 strain of 
flu was detected at Bay Agro 
farm at Gazipur, 40 kilometres 
(25 miles) north of Dhaka, on 
Monday after dozens of chick¬ 
ens died, prompting the com¬ 
pany to send samples to a 


laboratory for tests. 

Bangladesh was hit by bird 
flu in February 2007, when 
over one million birds were 
slaughtered on thousands of 
farms. Since then the flu has 
entrenched in the country, seri¬ 
ously ravaging one of the 
world’s largest poultry indus¬ 
tries. 

The last major outbreak 
was in March 2010 when at 
least 117,000 chickens and 
200,000 eggs were destroyed 
at a farm in northern 


Bangladesh. 

The latest outbreak is the 
23rd to be recorded this year. 
Even before the new mass 
slaughter, a total of 107,252 
chickens had been destroyed in 
22 farms, said Ataur Rahman, 
a livestock control room offi¬ 
cial. 

The country has also re¬ 
ported six confirmed human 
cases of bird flu since May 
2008, but the government’s 
health department said all have 
recovered 


Ex-president slams Brazil's tough 
anti-drug bill 


BRASILIA (AFP) - A bill 
calling for tougher sentences 
for drug possession and 
mandatory internment of ad¬ 
dicts in Brazil has drawn fire 
from ex-president Fernando 
Henrique Cardoso, a strong 
advocate of drug decriminal¬ 
ization. 

’’Treating drug use as a po¬ 
lice case is useless and disas¬ 
trous,” he said in an interview 
with the daily O Globo pub¬ 
lished Wednesday. 

’’Mandatory internment (of 
addicts) has been internation¬ 
ally condemned as inefficient, 
stigmatizing and a violation of 
human rights,” said Cardoso 
who was in office from 1995 
to 2002. 

The controversial bill, 
which is to be debated in Con¬ 
gress in February, has a good 
chance of being adopted in 


plenary session after already 
winning unanimous approval 
from a special panel. 

’’Brazilian society, which is 
faced with the scourge of 
drugs, wants” tougher legisla¬ 
tion against use and posses¬ 
sion of drugs,” according to 
lawmaker Osmar Terra, who 
said there were enough votes 
for passage of the bill. 

Considered the world's 
largest market for crack and 
the second for overall cocaine 
use, Brazil since 2006 has had 
an ambiguous law on the 
books that lets authorities de¬ 
cide who is a user and who is 
a drug trafficker. 

"Drugs, particularly crack, 
are the major health and pub¬ 
lic security issues in Brazil,” 
Terra said on his web page. 

Cardoso, who chairs the 
Global Commission on Drug 


Policy, also insisted Brazil 
was lagging behind other re¬ 
gional countries with respect 
to the debate on a new drug 
strategy. 

In October, he urged that 
what it termed the failed war 
on drugs be replaced by poli¬ 
cies focusing on regulation 
and prevention. 

Insisting that regulation was 
not the same as legalization, 
he then urged "all kinds of re¬ 
strictions and limitations on 
the production, trade, advertis¬ 
ing and consumption of a 
given substance in order to de- 
glamorize, discourage and 
control its use.” 

"Drug abusers may harm 
themselves and their families, 
but locking them up is not 
going to help them,” he ar¬ 
gued. 


Allergies 


— Allergies occur when 
your immune system re¬ 
acts to a foreign substance 
such as pollen, bee venom 
or pet dander. The severity 
of allergies varies from 
person to person and can 
range from minor irrita¬ 
tion to anaphylaxis — a 
potentially life-threaten¬ 
ing emergency. While al¬ 
lergies can't be cured, a 
number of treatments can 
help relieve your allergy 

symptoms. Allergy symptoms depend on your particular allergy, 
and can involve the airways, sinuses and nasal passages, skin, 
and digestive system. 

Hay fever, also called allergic rhinitis, may cause: 

Congestion 
Itchy, runny nose 

Itchy, watery or swollen eyes (conjunctivitis) 

Atopic dermatitis, an allergic skin condition also called eczema, 
may cause: 

Itchy skin 
Red skin 

Flaking or peeling skin 
A food allergy may cause: 

Tingling mouth 

Swelling of the lips, tongue, face or throat 
Hives 

Anaphylaxis 

An insect sting allergy may cause: 

A large area of swelling (edema) at the sting site 

Itching or hives all over your body 

Cough, chest tightness, wheezing or shortness of breath 

Anaphylaxis 

A drug allergy may cause: 

Hives 
Itchy skin 
Rash 

Facial swelling 
Wheezing 

You may want to see a doctor if you have symptoms you think 
may be caused by an allergy, especially if you notice something 
in your environment that seems to trigger your allergies. If you 
have symptoms after starting a new medication, call the doctor 
who prescribed it right away. 
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Russia's 
brutal early 
winter claims 
123 lives 

MOSCOW (AFP) - A bitter 
cold snap in Russia has 
claimed 123 lives in the past 10 
days, an official said Tuesday, 
with the early freeze testing au¬ 
thorities in a country used to 
notoriously tough winters. 

Temperatures have plunged 
as low as minus 30 degrees 
Celsius (minus 22 degrees 
Fahrenheit) in the Moscow re¬ 
gion and minus 60 degrees Cel¬ 
sius (minus 76 degrees 
Fahrenheit) in Eastern Siberia. 

"Since the start of the cold, 
123 people have died of expo¬ 
sure and frostbite," a medical 
source was quoted by the Inter¬ 
fax news agency as saying. 

Another 833 people had to 
be hospitalised to be treated for 
hypothermia and frostbite, in¬ 
cluding 123 over the past 24 
hours, of whom 14 were chil¬ 
dren, the source added. 

Since the start of the cold 
snap, 1,745 people were af¬ 
fected, and more than 800 had 
to be hospitalised, the source 
said. 

With repair work on the 
power station hampered by the 
sub-zero conditions, some local 
people were given shelter at 
schools that had emergency 
heating systems. 

Some residents, including 
children, have been lifted by 
helicopter to the regional centre 
of Kyzyl, the report said. 

Temperatures have been 
about 12 degrees Celsius lower 
than seasonal norms in Russia, 
where the coldest weather usu¬ 
ally does not arrive until Janu¬ 
ary or February. 

In the Moscow region, 
Monday saw an all-time record 
for electricity consumption, 
Russia’s power operator said on 
Tuesday, blaming the unusu¬ 
ally cold temperatures. 

In neighbouring Ukraine 
last week, the cold claimed 83 
lives, new data showed. 


Four dead as heavy rains flood I raq capital 



BAGHDAD (AFP) - The 
worst rains to hit Baghdad in 
30 years left four people dead 
and many of the Iraqi capi¬ 
tal’s residents struggling to 
cope with heavy flooding on 
Wednesday as the govern¬ 
ment declared a national hol¬ 
iday. 

Patients reported long and 
difficult journeys to hospitals, 
shopkeepers complained of a 
lack of business and several 
roads were immersed in 
water, in some cases as much 
as waist-high. 

In the predominantly-Shi¬ 
ite northeastern district of 
Sadr City, the area surround¬ 
ing Fatima al-Zahra hospital 
was completely flooded, and 


patients said trips that nor¬ 
mally took 15 minutes had 
taken them as long as two 
hours. 

A medic who spoke on 
condition of anonymity said 


four family members — two 
men and two women — were 
killed and another woman in¬ 
jured when their house in the 
northeastern outskirts col¬ 
lapsed Tuesday night due to 


the heavy rainfall. 

The Iraqi Meteorological 
Organisation reported on 
Wednesday that 6.75 cen¬ 
timetres (2.56 inches) of rain 
fell in Baghdad a day earlier, 
which its chief said was the 
highest such figure in 30 
years. 

The heavy rain spurred the 
government to declare 
Wednesday a national holi¬ 
day, the fourth time this year 
it has been forced to do so be¬ 
cause of bad weather. The 
other three were due to heat 
during Iraq’s boiling summer. 

The rain also affected 
shopkeepers who saw dra¬ 
matically lower sales as a re¬ 
sult of the flooding. 
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Spanish police seize 11 tonnes of 
hashish 


Pope urges end to 
bloodshed in Christmas 
message 


MADRID (AFP) - Spanish 
police on Wednesday said it 
had busted a major drug traf¬ 
ficking ring, seizing more than 
11 tonnes of hashish destined 
for Europe and arresting 35 
people. 

’’The dismantled organisa¬ 


tion controlled the entire chain 
of trafficking, from production 
to packing, as well as transport 
to Spain, storage, and distribu¬ 
tion throughout Europe. 

The ring’s main warehouses 
was located in the central 
Spanish region of Toledo, 


where police seized 8.5 tonnes 
of the drug, out of a total of 
’’more than 11 tonnes” confis¬ 
cated in all, it said. 

In addition, police seized 
150,000 euros in cash and 14 
vehicles and 109 cell phones 
used by the ring. 


VATICAN CITY (AFP) - 
Pope Benedict XVI called for 
an ’’end to the bloodshed” in 
Syria and denounced the ’’sav¬ 
age” violence in Africa on 
Tuesday, even as Nigeria wit¬ 
nessed a Christmas attack on 
Christians. 

Speaking in his traditional 
Christmas message, the pope 
touched on several other of the 
world's conflict zones. 

A capacity crowd of 40,000 
pilgrims filled the vast St 
Peter's Square to hear the 85- 
year-old pope, resplendent in 
red vestments, deliver the 
"Urbi et Orbi” (To the City and 
to the World) message. 

Speaking from the balcony 
of St Peter's Basilica, the pope 
called for a return to peace in 
Nigeria, where he said "savage 
acts of terrorism continue to 
reap victims, particularly 
among Christians.” 

As he spoke, news was fil¬ 
tering in of a deadly attack 
there. 

Gunmen attacked a church 
in the northern state of Yobe 
during a Christmas Eve serv¬ 
ice, killing six people, includ¬ 
ing the pastor, before setting 
the building ablaze. 

It was the latest attack 
blamed on the radical Islamist 
sect Boko Haram, which has 
repeatedly targeted churches 
during times of worship, in¬ 
cluding multiple attacks last 
year on Christmas Day. 

The pope also prayed for 


peace in Syria, whose people 
have been "deeply wounded 
and divided by a conflict 
which does not spare even the 
defenceless and reaps innocent 
victims.” 

In a message watched by 
millions around the world, he 
called "for an end to the blood¬ 
shed... and dialogue in the pur¬ 
suit of a political solution to 
the conflict.” 

His wide-ranging speech 
pressed for peace in the Mid¬ 
dle East and appealed to 
China's new leadership to re¬ 
spect religious freedom there. 

In Indonesia, more than 200 
Muslims threw rotten eggs at 
Christians wanting to hold a 
Christmas mass outside 
Jakarta, police said. 

Around a hundred Christian 
worshippers had gathered for 
the mass near the spot where 
they hoped to build a church 
but saw the project barred by 
district government and com¬ 
munity members. 

At the midnight mass in 
Bethlehem, the most senior 
Roman Catholic bishop in the 
Middle East issued a special 
call for efforts to resolve the 
Israeli-Palestinian conflict. 

"Only justice and peace in 
the Holy Land can reestablish 
balance and stability in the re¬ 
gion and in the world,” Patri¬ 
arch Fuad Twal told 
worshippers in the West Bank 
city, the traditional birthplace 
of Jesus. 
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Obama breaks off vacation to deal 
with fiscal cliff 


WASHINGTON/HONO¬ 
LULU - President Barack 
Obama is due back in Wash¬ 
ington early today for a final 
effort to negotiate a deal with 
Congress to avert or at least 
postpone the "fiscal cliff' of 
tax increases and government 
spending cuts set to begin next 
week. 

No specific bill dealing 
with the cliff was on the sche¬ 
dule of either the U.S. Senate 
or House of Representatives, 
which are expected to return 
today after the holiday break. 

Starbucks to use 
cliff" message to 

Starbucks Corp will use its 
ubiquitous coffee cups to 
tell U.S. lawmakers to 
come up with a deal to 
avoid going over the "fiscal 
cliff" of automatic tax hikes 
and government spending 
cuts. 

Chief Executive Howard 
Schultz is urging workers 
in Starbucks' roughly 120 
Washington-area shops to 
write "come together" on 
customers' cups on Thurs¬ 
day and Friday ; as Presi¬ 
dent Barack Obama and 
lawmakers return to work 
and attempt to revive fiscal 
cliff negotiations that col¬ 
lapsed before the Christ¬ 
mas holiday. 


Investors are closely watch¬ 
ing the talks, concerned that 
going over the cliff could 
throw the economy into reces¬ 
sion. U.S. stocks slipped yes¬ 
terday after retailers reported 
disappointing holiday sales as 
shoppers tightened belts possi¬ 
bly due to fiscal cliff worries. 

Aides and members of Con¬ 
gress have said that a modest, 
last-minute measure to avoid 
the spending cuts and most of 
the tax hikes could pass the 
Democratic-controlled Senate 
if Republicans agree not to use 

cups for "fiscal 
lawmakers 



a procedural roadblock known 
as a filibuster, a commitment 
that Senate Republican leader 
Mitch McConnell has so far 
not made. 

The legislative focus con¬ 
tinues to shift from deficit re¬ 
duction to averting the 
immediate shock of the De¬ 
cember 31 cliff dive. 


Toyota ups 2012 
sales forecast 
to 9.7 mn 
vehicles 


TOKYO (AFP) - Japan's To¬ 
yota group forecast yesterday 
a 22 percent jump in world¬ 
wide sales this year to 9.7 
million units, driven by surg¬ 
ing demand which may help 
it regain the top spot in the 
global auto market. 

Those figures could put 
Toyota ahead of General Mo¬ 
tors and Volkswagen as the 
world's biggest automaker, a 
title it held between 2008 and 
2010 but lost last year after a 
slump in sales and production. 

Japan's biggest automaker 
said it expects to sell about 
9.91 million vehicles in 2013, 
up two percent on-year. It 
was on track to produce 9.94 
million vehicles in 2013, 
nearly unchanged from this 
year, the company added. 
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US home prices up in 
October from year earlier 


WASHINGTON (AFP) - US 
home prices rose 4.3 percent in 
October as compared with last 
year, the fastest 12-month in¬ 
crease since May 2010, ac¬ 
cording to S&P/Case-Shiller 
statistics released yesterday. 

The 20-city price index de¬ 
clined 0.1 percent from Sep¬ 
tember, according to data not 
adjusted for seasonal varia¬ 
tions, but the group empha¬ 
sized the strong year-on-year 
figures. 

On a seasonally adjusted 
basis, the index climbed 0.7 
percent between September 
and October. 

"It is clear that the housing 
recovery is gathering 
strength," said David Blitzer, 
head of the index committee. 

"Higher year-over-year 
price gains plus strong per¬ 
formances in the southwest and 


California, regions that suf¬ 
fered during the housing bust, 
confirm that housing is now 
contributing to the economy." 

According to Barclays Re¬ 
search, the 4.3 percent year- 
on-year rise represented the 
"fastest pace of increase since 
May 2010 when the home- 
buyer tax credit was boosting 
sales and prices." 

While Phoenix home prices 
rose for the 13th month in a 
row, San Diego posted nine 
consecutive monthly gains. 
Only Chicago and New York 
saw negative annual returns in 
October. 

Twelve cities saw a drop in 
prices last month according to 
non-seasonally adjusted data, 
compared to seven in Septem¬ 
ber. Chicago saw a decline of 
1.5 percent while prices in 
Boston dipped 1.4 percent. 


Nikkei hits 9-month high 
as Abe takes over as 
prime minister 



The Nikkei climbed to its highest point in nine months 
yesterday as the yen fell to a 20-month low on expecta¬ 
tions that Japan's new prime minister would push for 
more aggressive monetary and fiscal policies, boosting 
shares of exporters like Sony Corp (6758.T). Shares of 
real estate and financial companies also benefited from 
hopes for the new government under Shinzo Abe, who 
was confirmed as prime minister by the lower house of 
parliament just before the market close. Abe has prom¬ 
ised to push for aggressive monetary easing by the 
Bank of Japan and big government spending to rescue 
the economy from its fourth recession since 2000. He 
also pledged to mend Japan's alliance with the United 
States in the face of an assertive China 
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Aruba’s Temple Beth Israel hosts a very special 
B’nai Mitzvah over the holidays 



B'nai Mitzvah girl and boy with their families and grandparents 


— December is a common 
month for Jewish youth to 
formally be formally recog¬ 
nized as adults by their con¬ 
gregation. The boys become 
a Bar Mitzvah and girls a Bat 
Mitzvah. Aruba’s Temple 
Beth Israel was very pleased 
to host the B’nai Mitzvah of 
cousins Rebecca Malever and 
Michael Simon on Monday 
morning, December 24. Their 
parents decided to combine 
the holiday break with this 
landmark event, and report 
“it has been a delightful ex¬ 
perience for all the family.” 

“We had friends who had 
done this in St John,” recalled 
Michael’s mother, Michelle. 
“They were raving about how 
wonderful and spiritual it 
was.” Michelle’s sister, Carla, 
was also planning her daugh¬ 
ter’s Bat Mitzvah, and it was 
decided to do it jointly, while 
the families, siblings and 
grandparents all enjoyed a 


Caribbean sojourn. 

They investigated the U.S. 
Virgin Islands, but they 
wanted a place where they 
could be assured of the 
weather. Curacao is, of 
course, famous for having the 
oldest continuing operating 
synagogue in the Western 
Hemisphere, Temple Em¬ 
manuel. Their spiritual 
leader, Hazzan Avery Tracht 
inform the Stern sisters that 
the extremely orthodox tem¬ 
ple’s rules consider Michael 
too young at twelve to be a 
Bar Mitzvah, but suggested 
they inquire with the liberal- 
minded Temple Beth Israel in 
Aruba. 

“Martha Lichtenstein, 
President of the Board of 
Temple Beth Israel was most 
welcoming and understand¬ 
ing,” they report. Arrange¬ 
ments were made, and 
Hazzan Tracht joined them in 
Aruba to preside over this 


beloved tradition. 

Michael and Rebecca read 
their Torah portions perfectly 
before their parents, Michelle 
and Gary and Carla and Greg. 
Their siblings and three sets 
of grandparents were in atten¬ 
dance to share the day. It was 
a ceremony filled with love 
and family. 

Both Michael and Re¬ 
becca discussed portions of 
the Torah dealing with the 
stories of Jacob and Joseph, 
relating them to lessons from 
which modern families can 
learn. Joseph may have had 
the ultimate “dysfunctional 
family,” as his being the fa¬ 
vorite of his father Jacob 
made his twelve brothers so 
jealous they sold him into 
slavery. Despite this setback 
in life, Joseph rose to become 
only second to the Pharaoh in 
power in Egypt. He eventu¬ 
ally forgave his brothers their 
transgressions, teaching all a 
lesson in forgiveness and the 
importance of family. 

Both the Malevers and Si¬ 
mons expressed their enor¬ 
mous pride in their children 
and how hard they worked to 
perform so beautifully on this 
important day. The simplicity 
of the surroundings and the 
beauty of the island added 
immeasurably to its signifi¬ 
cance. They thoroughly en¬ 
joyed this touching moment 
with all their family, com¬ 
bined with connecting with 
the local Jewish community. 

by Rosalie Klein 



i 


TAStc of InOiA 

^Authentic Indian Restaurant 
on the Island 


Open Mon - Sat 
Lunch : 12:00 - 3:00pm 
Dinner: 6:00 - 10:00 pm 


Havenstraat 36, 
Behind Royal Plaza Mall, 
Oranjestad, Tel: 5884494 



Hazzan Avery Tracht with Michael and Rebecca 



Rebecca with Opa Stern, Dad Greg and Mom Carla 



Michael and his parents Gary and Michelle read from 
the Torah 



cotwc-oii'H'tf Mtik ffoU' 

www.rexaruba.com 
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Bon Dia and Welcome to Aruba! 


Whether you’re a first time visitor to the island, or you vaca¬ 
tion with us every year we invite you to enjoy one of the most 
memorable vacation destinations of your life. We know, 
we’re Divi Resorts and Aruba has been our home for over 40 
years. 

Divi Resorts has 5 resorts in Aruba, in addition to The Links 
at Divi Aruba golf course, and the Alhambra Casino. For years 
we’ve offered high quality all inclusive and timeshare vaca¬ 
tions; and over 40,000 members actively participate in the Divi 
Vacation Ownership Program. 

Many of our guests have found that one vacation to Aruba 
per year is simply not enough! Our solution: The Residences 
at Divi Village Golf & Beach Resort. 

The Residences are luxury full ownership condominiums 
nestled within the lush greens of The Links at Divi Aruba golf 
course. 

Make Aruba your second home! Condominiums from 
the $300s. 

You can now purchase your own condominium and still 
enjoy the resort amenities of the Divi collection. 

For more information about The Residences, visit our sales 
office located in the golf clubhouse at the Divi Village Golf & 
Beach Resort. 

For questions or to schedule your appointment to view a 
condominium, contact sales director John Kelly at (297) 583- 
9971 or email:sales@diviarubaresidences.com 

We hope you will soon call Aruba home! 



Limited time: 

Eco-friendly electric car 
for every residences owner 



AMENITIES: 

• Covered parking space with electrical 
outlet 

• Radio phone to call for transportation 

• Complimentary shuttle to beach, restau¬ 
rants, and the Alhambra Casino and Mall 

• Membership with RCI vacation ex¬ 
change program 

• Complimentary use of fitness center 

• Complimentary use of beach chairs 

• Beach towels service 

• 24/7 Security 

• Garbage collection 

• Green keeping 

• Condo Liaison on duty 

• Discounted green fees 

• Complimentary use of driving range 

• Preferred tee times 

• Divi managed rental program 

• 24/7 availability of front desk, mainte¬ 
nance and housekeeping services 

• Complimentary use of all amenities at 
Divi Village 

• Reduced pricing on all inclusive option 
at Divi and Tamarijn Aruba All Inclusives. 



5 Burgers Aruba: Now your best breakfast bargain! 



A favorite stop for a great 
burger for lunch or dinner has 
just expanded their hours and 
menu to offer some of the 
best breakfast bargains to be 
found in Palm Beach. Own¬ 
ers Aaron and Rosie Wali- 
sever are living their dream: 
a home on paradise while 
welcoming all and sundry to 
their proud undertaking, 5 
Burgers Aruba. The couple’s 
fanatical dedication to giving 
their customers what they re¬ 
ally want has resulted in a 
unique menu from an interna¬ 


tionally known franchise 
with a “5”, which now in¬ 
cludes breakfast. 

“You never get a second 
chance to make a first im¬ 
pression,” believes Aaron. 
Upon entering 5 Burgers 
Aruba in The Village Mall in 
Palm Beach, one is struck by 
utterly spotless surroundings 
and a smiling, friendly, atten¬ 
tive service crew. Of course, 
the main item on the menu is 
burgers-the way they were 
meant to be, thick and juicy, 
made fresh daily and 100% 


pure beef, the kind that made 
the hamburger a traditional 
American treat. 

However, beginning at 7 
a.m., patrons can now order 2 
eggs any style, (omelets with 
3 fillings are $7.99) toast and 
coffee with unlimited refills 
for the special introductory 
price of only $4.49,($5.48 
with bacon) or All-you-can- 
eat pancakes, for $6.99, 
again, with free refills on 
fresh coffee. Breakfast is 
served until 11 a.m. Famous 
for their fries made from 
fresh potatoes, Aaron has 
been working for months on 
devising the most irresistible 
home fries recipe, chunky 
and tender with sldns still on; 
after much testing and tast¬ 
ing, he got the thumbs up 
from his harshest critic, 
Rosie; so this is another treat 
you have to try. 

A glance at their burger 
menu will certainly tempt 
you to return for lunch or din¬ 
ner, to sample their famous 
specialty items such as the 
Gouda, Farmer’s or Man 


Burger (almost 12 ounces of 
choice beef), and a Western 
Burger with Aarons’ secret- 
recipe crispy onion rings. All 
of these can be personalized 
with an incredible array of 
toppings, (mushrooms, jala- 
peno peppers, bacon, cheese, 



lettuce, tomato.. .whatever, 
the list goes on) at absolutely 
no extra cost. 

5 Burger portions are 
ENORMOUS! Aaron sug¬ 
gests that even their small 
serving of fries is enough to 


be shared by two. He was 
very amused to watch a fa¬ 
mous French chef demon¬ 
strating the best way to make 
fried potatoes on a gourmet 
cooking show and could only 
comment “He stole my 
recipe!” 

Try them the English way- 
with vinegar, and you’ll won¬ 
der how you ever ate fries 
without it. This same 5-star 
chef also swears by Gouda as 
the best topping for the ideal 
gourmet cheeseburger. 

5 Burgers is now open 
early until 10-ish at night; de¬ 
livery is available to both the 
high-rise and low-rise hotel 
and beach district at now 
extra cost for orders over 
$50. Enjoy a great lunch 
without ever leaving the 
beach by calling 586-3904. 
However, we suggest you 
stop by and enjoy their au¬ 
thentic, heartfelt hospitality; 
it is not unusual for either 
owner to sit and chat, sharing 
their knowledge of the island 
while making sure patrons 
are happy with their meal. 
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Amazing views over Aruba, 


Our Unique Location, Exquisite Italian Cuisine, Outdoor Bar, \ 
Warm Service and our Indoor and Outdoor tablet nA.us 

... TjHg fixpmeee nou eetriVisi 

Situated on the Hill of Hudishibana 

right next to the California Lighthouse ■ y 

Open Daily at 8.30 AM 
serving a mini Breakfast, 

Lunch (11 AM) and Dinner (5.3 ()^^mP^^ MvlOl 
Happy Hour from 5 to 7 PM. ^ 0 "I u K* 

from 7.30 to 9.30 


Ideal for Spectacular Sunset 

and views over Aruba Pictures. 


FARO BLANCO 


The Perfect Location 

for ALL Celebrations. 


Pl&ctfre/ ocCUL 


Please present this ad for a 10% discount on your food selection. 


* 586 OT86 

* ?or JSeservafeioMi 

■7 WE VIST Of ITALY IN AWBM 


Figure skating: 

Hurt Plushenko clinches 
10th Russian title 



MOSCOW(AFP) - Yevgeny 
Plushenko overcame severe 
back pain to clinch his 10th 
Russian figure skating title on 
Wednesday on the same Sochi 
ice where the 2014 Winter 
Olympics will take place. 

Former triple world cham¬ 
pion Plushenko, the 2006 
Olympic gold medallist, who 
was leading the men's section 


after the short programme, con¬ 
firmed his domination at the 
newly-built 12,000-seat Ice¬ 
berg Arena with a solid presen¬ 
tation of his free routine to 
collect 265.94 points overall. 

The 30-year-old finished 
11.87 points ahead of second- 
placed Sergei Voronov, while 
Konstantin Menshov, won 
bronze with 228.88. 



Apartments 


Fully furnished studio apartments, walking distance to Eagle 
Beach, per day, week or month, excellent alternative for your next 
vacation in Aruba. 

Bubali #143, Noorcfl, Aruba 


Phones: (297) 587-7482 / 587-6474 Fax: (297) 587-8448 


www.sasaki-apartments.com 
E-mail: sasakiapartments@hotmail.com 


Cricket: South Africa win 
Twenty20 international series 



PORT ELIZABETH, South 
Africa (AFP) - South Africa 
clinched their Twenty20 inter¬ 
national series against New 
Zealand when they won the 
third and final match by 33 
runs at St George's Park on 
Wednesday. 

Henry Davids hit 68 in a 
South African total of 179 for 
six. 

New Zealand were never on 
target after left-arm spinner 
Aaron Phangiso dismissed key 
batsmen Martin Guptill and 
Brendon McCullum in succes¬ 
sive overs. Phangiso and Ryan 
McLaren both took three for 25. 


Brief scores: South Africa 
179 for six in 20 overs. New 
Zealand 146 for nine in 20 


overs. Result: South Africa 
won by 33 runs. Series: South 
Africa won 2-1. 


Former Braves OF Andruw Jones 
arrested 



Atlanta - Former Atlanta 
Braves outfielder Andruw 
Jones was arrested on Tuesday 
on suspicion of domestic bat¬ 
tery. 

The Journal-Constitution re¬ 


ported Wednesday that Jones 
was taken into custody in 
Gwinnett County early on 
Christmas morning after al¬ 
legedly assaulting his wife, 
Nicole. 


The 3 5-year-old power hit¬ 
ter was booked into Gwinnett 
County Jail at approximately 4 
a.m. ET but released hours 
later on $2,500 bond. 

A native of Curacao, Jones 
hit just .197 with 14 home runs 
and 34 RBI in 94 games with 
the New York Yankees a sea¬ 
son ago. In 2,196 appearances 
for the Braves (1996-2007), 
Dodgers (2008), Rangers 
(2009), White Sox (2010) and 
Yankees (2011-12), Jones is a 
lifetime .254 hitter who has 
slugged 434 homers, drove in 
1,289 runs and scored 1,204 
times. 

Jones will play in 2013 for 
Tohoku of Japan's Pacific 
League. 
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Serving breakfast 


7:30 a.m 


Ute night menu available 


Eagle Beach 


unfi 2 a.m 


6604251 


Te 


weekend: 


show 


it 


it 


sport 


is 


we 


wi 


Tennis: Pressure off as Murray targets 
more majors 


Red Sox acquire Hanrahan 
in six-player swap 



ABU DHABI (AFP) - Andy 
Murray believes his landmark 
US Open triumph has lifted so 
much pressure off his shoul¬ 
ders that his path to more 
Grand Slam glory in 2013 is 
now free of self-doubt. 

World number three Murray 
became the first British man 
since 1936 to win a major 
when he defeated Novak 
Djokovic to clinch the US 
Open in September, with his 
triumph coming in the slip¬ 
stream of his Olympic Games 
gold medal. 

Now the 25-year-old is de¬ 
termined to build on his break¬ 
through year, starting by 



Your source for local news in English 

Ingrid Does 


Manager 

Rosalinda Maduro 
Chandette Richardson 
Editors 


easing into the new campaign 
with a three-day exhibition in 
Abu Dhabi before heading to 
Australia for the season’s first 
Grand Slam tournament. 

"I don't know how I will 
feel going into the first round 
of the Australian Open so it 
will be a new feeling for me 
and I just have to deal with it." 

Murray knows the spotlight 
will be trained firmly on him 
when Wimbledon comes 
around in June. 


Fred Perry, in 1936, was the 
last British man to win Wim¬ 
bledon although Murray came 
close in 2012, reaching the 
final before slipping to a tear¬ 
ful defeat to Roger Federer. 

"All the players would want 
to win Wimbledon. It's six 
months away and there can be 
a lot of changes in terms of 
sport by then and I haven't 
started thinking about it right 
now," Murray said. 


BOSTON, Massachusetts 
(AFP) - The Boston Red Sox 
acquired closing pitcher Joel 
Hanrahan from Pittsburgh Pi¬ 
rates on Wednesday in a six- 
player trade. 

Infielder Brock Holt will also 
go to Boston, while the Pirates 
get pitchers Mark Melancon and 
Stolmy Pimentel, infielder Ivan 
De Jesus and utility man Jerry 
Sands. 

Hanrahan has notched 76 
saves over the past two seasons 
with the Pirates, fourth-best in 
the National League. 


That included 36 saves in 
2012 for the 31-year-old two- 
time All-Star. 

The Red Sox also confirmed 
Wednesday they have inked 
shortstop Stephen Drew to a 
one-year deal. 

Drew, the younger brother of 
former Red Sox outfielder J.D. 
Drew, played last season for 
both Arizona and Oakland. 

In 79 games he had seven 
home runs and 28 runs batted in 
and after joining Oakland in Au¬ 
gust helped the Athletics win the 
National League West division 
title. 
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Luxury Living at an Island Paradise 



5TT 

% 


l * 1 » ♦ ■ * 


i 

i 

► * * 


2) Full Ownership Condominium 
Si Starting from US$ 350,000 
^ Financing available $lf"N 

2i Rental income ihRESIDences 

IT JfH HUE UU I IOUJ Il’rMT 



www.diviarubaresidences.com Call 735 5252 or 735 5300 


NBA: League-best Clippers stretch win streak to 14 


LOS ANGELES (AFP) - Jamal 
Crawford scored 22 points and 
Matt Barnes added 20 as the 
NBA-leading Los Angeles 
Clippers stretched their win¬ 
ning streak to 14 games in a 
row by defeating the Denver 
Nuggets 112-100 on Tuesday. 

The Clippers, who have 
reached the playoffs only once 
since 1997, improved to 22-6, 
taking the best record in the 
league after Oklahoma City fell 
to 21-6 with a loss earlier Tues¬ 
day at Miami in a rematch of 
June's NBA Finals. 

Chris Paul added 14 points 
and a game-high eight assists 


for the Clippers, the most of 
any Los Angeles starter as the 
hosts outscored Denver 42-22 
in the second quarter for a 67- 
48 half-time lead and cruised 
through the second half. 

Blake Griffin had 13 points, 
six rebounds and six assists for 
the Clippers while Lamar 
Odom grabbed 10 rebounds for 
the winners. 

Jordan Hamilton and Kosta 
Koufos each scored 16 points 
to lead the Nuggets while Ty 
Lawson added 15 for Denver, 
which fell to 15-14. 

While in Chicago - James 
Harden scored 26 points and 


Jeremy Lin added 20 points 
and 11 assists to spark the 
Houston Rockets to a 120-97 
NBA victory over the Chicago 
Bulls also on Tuesday. 

The Rockets improved to 
15-12, sixth in the Western 
Conference, with their fourth 
victory in a row, a streak that 
began in New York when Lin 
returned to beat his former 
Knicks teammates at Madison 
Square Garden earlier this 
month. 

Asian American star Lin, 
whose parents are from Tai¬ 
wan, came off the Knicks 
bench last February to ignite a 


win streak for the club with 
shooting and clutch play that 
touched off a global phenome¬ 
non dubbed "Lin-sanity." 

Chandler Parsons added 23 
points for the Rockets, who 
outscored the Bulls 31-19 in 
the second quarter and 36-27 in 
the third period, pulling ahead 
by as much as 86-51 late in the 
third quarter. 

Nate Robinson led the Bulls 
with 21 points, while Italy's 
Marco Belinelli added 15 
points and Britain's Luol Deng 
contributed 14 for the Bulls, 
who fell to 15-12, falling be¬ 
hind Indiana (16-12) in the 


fight for the Central division 
lead. 

And in Miami - LeBron 
James scored 29 points, passed 
out nine assists and grabbed 
eight rebounds on Tuesday to 
spark the Miami Heat over the 
Oklahoma City Thunder 103- 
97 in a rematch of last June's 
NBA Finals. 

The reigning NBA champion 
Heat won their fifth game in a 
row and improved to 19-6, the 
best record in the Eastern Con¬ 
ference, while the Thunder lost 
for the second game in a row 
after a 12-game win streak, 
falling to 21-6. 



ARUBA 

2 LOCATIONS ON 
L G SMITH BLVD 


EFFYJEWELRY.COM 

1.877.ASK.EFFY 
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EFFY HOLIDAY 
JEWELRY GIFT 

FREE 


Y2 CARAT 

GEMSTONE PENDANT 


Mention this ad and 
receive a free V 2 carat 
gemstone pendant 



SIGNATURE 

COLLECTION 

$1695 

Inspired by the 
beauty and power 
of the panther 



BALISSIMA 

SPLASH 

$295 

Balinese-inspired 
sterling silver 
settings and brilliant 
sapphires 


Alaska Aruba Bahamas Cozumel Curasao Grand Cayman Grand Turk New York Roatan San Juan Sr.Kitts St.Lucia St.Maarten St.Thomas 
















